Bristol ~ Trowbridge -~ Waterloo

Trowbridge, 20" October 2021 at 19:00

Bethesda Baptist Church, BA14 0AA
Missed the meeting? Still use the URL!
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* Richard Cowell, Chair, West Wilts Rail User Group to welcome everyone
* Mark Annand, Two Tunnels, on the background to the service
* Wendy Thorne, Director at Railfuture on future passenger metrics

* Graham Ellis, Webmaster at Coffee Shop forum
on the threat to the service and options available

* Andrew Ardley of and for South Western Railway
* Martin Pierce of and for the Department for Transport

* Chris Irwin, Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest,
chairing public discussion and drawing our path forward



MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
a v |dv | dv [ dv ([ dv | dv @dv @Ov a dv | dv | Ov dv | dv | @dv
Notes D D G GH G GH D D D D D D
London Waterloo d 0920 | 1220 | 1250 | 1350 | 1650 | 1750 | 1850 | 1920 0920 | 1220 | 1920 1215 | 1515b | 1815
Clapham Junction d 0927u [1227u [1257u | | [1657u | |1927u 0927u | 1227u | 1927u 1222u | 1522b | 1822u
Woking d 0946 | 1246 | 1316 | 1416 |1716u 1918 | 1946 0946 | 1246 | 1946 1246 | 1546b | 1846
Basingstoke d 1007 | 1307 | 1338 | 1438 | 1738 | 1838 | 1939 | 2007 1007 | 1307 | 2007 1307 | 1607b | 1907
Overton d 1346 | 1446 | 1746 | 1847 | 1947 | 2015 1315 1915
Whitchurch (Hants) d 1351 | 1451 | 1751 | 1852 | 1952 | 2020 1320 | 1618b | 1920
Andover d 1024 | 1324 | 1400 | 1500 | 1800 | 1900 | 2001 | 2029 1024 | 1324 | 2024 1329 | 1626b | 1929
Grateley d | | 1407 | 1507 | 1807 | 1908 | 2008 | 2036 | | | 1634b
Salisbury a 1042 | 1343 | 1419 | 1520 | 1820 | 1920 | 2020 | 2049 1042 | 1342 | 2042 1345 1945
Salisbury d| 0640 | 1052 | 1352 | 1424 | 1523 | 1823 | 1923 | 2025 | 2057 0640 | 1052 | 1352 | 2057 1355 | 1710 | 1955
Warminster al 0659 | 1111 | 1411 | 1443 2116 0659 | 1111 | 1411 | 2116 1414 | 1736 | 2014
Westbury a| 0708 | 1120 | 1420 | 1451 2125 0708 | 1120 | 1420 | 2125 1424 | 1744 | 2023
Frome a 1449c | 1506 2150c 1453¢ | 2152¢ 1757
Bruton a 1518 2202¢ 2204c
Castle Cary a 1217¢ 1523 2207¢ 2209
Yeovil Pen Mill a 1535 | 1627 | 1925 | 2025 | 2123 |2222¢ 2222¢
Trowbridge al 0714 | 1128 | 1427 2131 0714 | 1127 | 1427 | 2131 1430 2029
Bradford-on-Avon al| 0720 | 1134 | 1433 2137 0720 | 1133 | 1433 | 2137 1436 2035
Bath Spa a| 0733 | 1147 | 1446 2150 0733 | 1146 | 1446 | 2150 1450 2049
Oldfield Park al 0737 | | | 0737 | | | |
Keynsham a| 0744 | 1156 | 1454 2158 0744 | 1154 | 1454 | 2158 1458 2057
Bristol Temple Meads a| 0752 | 1206 | 1505 2206 0752 | 1205 | 1505 | 2206 1506 2105
MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
dv | @dv | dv | v | v | @v | @v g |av | @ a gv | @av | av a gv [ @av | @
Notes| K K J L L
Bristol Temple Meads d 0851 | 1249 1551 2223 0851 | 1251 | 1551 | 2223 1604 2135
Keynsham d 0858 | 1256 1558 0858 | 1258 | 1558 1611
Oldfield Park d | | 1303 | | | | |
Bath Spa d 0907 | 1307 1608 2236 0907 | 1307 | 1607 | 2236 1620 2149
Bradford-on-Avon d 0922 | 1319 1624 2247 0921 | 1320 | 1624 | 2247 1631 2200
Trowbridge d 0929 | 1328 1630 2253 0927 | 1327 | 1630 | 2253 1637 2206
Yeovil Pen Mill d| 0541 1544 1653 | 1927 2127 1658¢ |2057¢
Castle Cary d 1307¢ 1555¢ | 1707 | 1940 2141 1252¢ | 1553¢ 1745¢ |2128¢
Bruton d 1712 | 1945 2146 1718c | 2116¢
Frome d 1724 | 1957 2158 1804 |2129c
Westbury d 0939 | 1339 1639 | 1745 |2006a | 2015 |2212a | 2218 | 2305 0939 | 1339 | 1639 | 2305 1646 | 1816 | 2215
Warminster d 0946 | 1346 1647 | 1752 2023 2226 | 2312 0946 | 1346 | 1647 | 2312 1653 | 1823 | 2222
Salisbury al 0639 | 1009 | 1412 | 1643 | 1709 | 1817 2044 2246 | 2338 1009 | 1410 | 1709 | 2335 1716 | 1843 | 2246
Salisbury d| 0645 | 1021 | 1421 | 1647 | 1721 | 1827 1021 | 1421 | 1721 1727 | 1852
Grateley a| 0657 1659 | | 1739
Andover al| 0704 | 1037 | 1437 | 1705 | 1737 | 1843 1037 | 1437 | 1737 1745 | 1908
Whitchurch (Hants)  a| 0713 1714 | 1754
Overton al 0719 1720
Basingstoke a| 0728 | 1055 | 1455 | 1729 | 1755 | 1901 1055 | 1455 | 1755 1805 | 1926
Woking a 1115 | 1515 | 1749 | 1815 | 1920 1115 | 1515 | 1815 1828 | 1948
Clapham Junction a 1136 | 1536 | | | 1836 | 1941 1136 | 1536 | 1836 1849 | 2008
London Waterloo a| 0814 | 1149 | 1549 | 1821 | 1849 | 1949 1149 | 1549 | 1849 1859 | 2019










What we are asking

1. 1 am asking that the pre-Covid timetable runs in full through from December 2021 to
December 2022. It worked very well, loaded well (lots of through passengers, in spite of mixed
evidence given), and was well liked. It will help rebuild confidence in rail travel, in the
Department for Transport and our Members of Parliament if they put a "hold" on this hasty
decision, which FOI reveals was made this Spring but already is seen to be incorrect and out
of date with the strength of traffic this summer on those services that HAVE run.

2. | am suggesting that a thorough review, with public consultation and proper data
feeds, takes place in winter, spring and summer 2022. | would ask that all experts and
passengers are properly engaged and an open and perhaps pragmatic solution - certainly a
solution fit for the future - is concluded, implemented - one that can be supported by all parties
looking to move beyond Coronavirus into our new world where we're also looking at
sustainability, clean air, and so forth.
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How many people have signed - by constituency

S u p p O rt Numbers signed by 21:45 on Tuesday 19th October 2021

South West Wiltshire Rt Hon Dr Andrew Murrison MP 741
Chippenham Michelle Donelan MP 701
* AL 44
As | write Bath Wera Hobhouse MP 203
(21:45, 19" October) 2929 people have
North East Somerset Rt Hon Jacob Rees-Mogg MP 172

signed the petition.

* The West Wiltshire Rail User Group, Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways, Railfuture (Severnside Branch),
TravelWatch SouthWest, the Two Tunnels Project and the Coffee Shop passenger forum - passenger groups along the
line - are sponsoring a joint public meeting next Wednesday in support of the service.

* Other rail user groups on neighbouring lines / in neighbouring areas have also come back with words of support,
signatures, etc

* | am asking for the same thing that Transport Focus have asked for - that's for the service to continue to run during
proper consultation.

* | am asking for the same thing that Wiltshire Council are asking for.

* Various of us (depending on our constituencies) have support from our MPs - Michelle Donelan (Chippenham),
Andrew Murrison (South West Wilts) and Vera Hobhouse (Bath) have all expressed concern at what's happening and
asked the Department for Transport to explain and review with a view to doing better

* Even some of the Civil Servants and SWR staff, who's names redacted in the FOI response, have expressed disquiet
at what was proposed and is being done, suggesting that something very much along the lines | am asking for is done.


http://www.wwrug.org.uk/
https://fosbr.org.uk/
https://www.railfuture.org.uk/Severnside+Branch
http://travelwatchsouthwest.org/
https://www.twotunnels.org.uk/
http://www.passenger.chat/

Petitions

UK Government and Parliament

Petitions

UK Government and Parliament

Popular open petitions in the
constituency of South West Wiltshire

View all popular petitions in South West Wiltshire

Your member of parliament is Rt Hon Dr Andrew Murrison
MP

Continue to run through trains from Bristol to Waterloo via
Trowbridge

745 signatures from South West Wiltshire
(2,949 signatures total)

Give the UK a Bank Holiday on Monday July 12th if England win Euro
2020

523 signatures from South West Wiltshire
(364,741 signatures total)

Mini’s law - Protect the public and animals from hunting activities

256 signatures from South West Wiltshire
(96,675 signatures total)

Popular open petitions in the
constituency of Chippenham

View all popular petitions in Chippenham

Your member of parliament is Michelle Donelan MP

Continue to run through trains from Bristol to Waterloo via
Trowbridge

708 signatures from Chippenham
(2,963 signatures total)

Give the UK a Bank Holiday on Monday July 12th if England win Euro
2020

564 signatures from Chippenham
(364,741 signatures total)

Allow non-professional singing in groups of more than six indoors

246 signatures from Chippenham
(59,236 signatures total)






What we are not asking for

* Further activities which look designed to cull a
loved and well used service which has no good
alternative for many, with little analysis or
consultation — even through your own watchdog

* Aresponse that takes the force of public fury,
battens down against it until the storm passes,
then carries on anyway with orignal plans



Our suggestion would be ...

.. good for passengers and town economies
.. good for climate, cleaner air, congestion

.. good for MPs
.. a long term, affordable, clock face services
.. good for Dft and government

.. good for GBR / passenger lead and leisure



Dr Beeching took away train services from Devizes, Calne and Melksham in 1966. Grant Shapps
is taking away through trains from London to Trowbridge, Bradford-on-Avon, Oldfield Park and
Keynsham in December 2021. Let's help him find an alterative so that he's not remembered
as "The New Beeching" in these parts.

Freedom of Information reveals that the decision to withdraw was made six months ago - prior to a
really strong summer for leisure travel on the railways, and an urgent review is needed to include
that data as it tips the balance.



Save the train - again

1. Make people aware of issue to be looked at
2. Get it properly looked out / work best solution
3. Get solution implemented

4. Partnership so that it permanently works

18,000 journeys per annum up to 247,000
Stopped growing for a while — no more space on train



Follow up?

http:/lwaterloo.savethetrain.org.uk

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/598397



http://waterloo.savethetrain.org.uk/
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